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Proposed Action 

The proposed action consists of a mining plan submitted under the 
provisions of 30 CFR Part 231,10 of the Federal regulations by The 
Anaconda Company on September 19, 1973. The plan is for a small 
underground mining operation near the southeast margin of the 
company's large Paguate open-pit mine on Laguna Tribal lease No, 4. 
Scheduled to start mining ore November 1, 1973, the 100 to 150 tons 
per day operation should be completed in May 1975. 

A multilayered group of 13 small southeasterly trending tabular ore 
bodies lie within the Jackpile unit of the Jurassic Morrison 
Formation at an average depth of about 150 feet below the land 
surface. They extend southeasterly from the Paguate pit crest limit 
for a distance of nearly \ mile. Since the estimated ore reserves 

are too small to Justify the cost of open-pit mining, they will be 
developed through three separate adits laterally advanced from near 
the bottom of a small mined out open-pit. The small pit is connected 
to the Paguate pit by a jointly used haulage ramp. Each adit will 
extend for at least 1,000 feet into the walls of the 150-foot deep 
pit. 

The adits will be driven with a mechanical mining machine whenever 
possible, and by drilling and blasting when necessary. 

Ore extraction will be accomplished through raises from the trackless 
adit levels by sub-level room and pillar stoping with conventional 
mining equipment, and~by~longwari stoping with a mechasHlcal mining 
machine when feasible. 

Major items of surface equipment will Include 1-600 CFM diesel-powered 
air compressor, 1-250 KW diesel-powered generator and 3-25 T diesel-
powered dump trucks, underground items will include 2-5 T. diesel-powered 
trucks, 2-15 HP electrically-powered slusher hoists, 3 jackleg-mounted 
pneumatic jackhammers, 1-Alpine Miner and 2-35,000 CFM, 25 HP 
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The ore from this small operation will supplement that being produced 
from the company's nearby Paguate and Jackpile open-pit mines situated 
on adjoining Laguna Tribal lease No.l. Currently, nearly 2,400 TPD 
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